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Synopsis

Physics deals with energy like heat and sound, forces such as gravity, whats in a lightning flash and
why planes crash. Physicists risked their lives with dangerous experiments and some blew
themselves to pieces. In this book, read about the monk who tried to fly like a bird, how bath time
proved a gold crown was fake, and why electric shocks were measured by how high they made

people jump.
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Customer Reviews

John Townsend has been in teaching for 25 years, and has been a full-time writer since January
2003. He has written more than sixty books for young people, on such wide-ranging subjects as
monsters, urban legends, spiders, computer crime, and spies. He has also written the recent

thrillers The Hand and The Omen and the Ghost. He lives in England.

Fun reading in DK style. Students who are intimidated by Physics will find that Physics can be
foolish and phun! (phonetic spelling on purpose) Although it is written for younger students (Gr. 4-6)

| think grades 7-9 would still find the information interesting.

My son read this, and 2 other "Weird History of Science Books" for a book report project. This (and
the others) are great science books teaching kids about all things in science that are weird, funny,

outrageous, super cool, etc. This book is divided into the following chapters and sub



categories:Risky Science- Fantastic physicsin the Beginning- Ancient antics in the air- Leaping from
the bathtub- Got it!- Stars of the Middle Ages- Bursting with ideas - and more- Brahe’s beliefs-
Galileo in troubleBeating Gravity- Getting off the ground- Falling apples- Heavy thinking- Rocket
science- Up and away-Fighting gravity- Danger in the air- To the moon- Earth-shattering science-
Back with a bump- Human errorCrackling Electrics- Fizz, crackle, pop- Deadly shocks- Freaky
Franklin- Lit up by Lightning- Freaky, frazzled, and fried- Shockers of their day- Making power-
Curiosity killed the cat (almost)- Electric lightMaking Waves- Let there be light- Waves from far
away- Can you believe it?- Exciting X-rays- Saving lives- Magic microwaves- Splat!Yesterday,
Today, and Tomorrow- The nuclear age- Mind- boggling problems- Faulty physics-Science fact or
science fiction?- Space tourist arrives at ISS- Foolish future for physicsPhysics TimelineFind Out
MoreGlossaryAccording to my son, this was the best of the 3 "A Weird History of Science" books he
read. He also read "Bizarre Biology" and "Outrageous Inventions" from this series. | believe there

are 1 or 2 more books in this series that | did not mention. Recommend.
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